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East Chapel Hll High shudent Prisline Onuoha, oener.

ORANGE COUNTY

East Chapel Hill High stu-
dent Pristine Omuooha won
the =ighth mational Genses
in Space STEM competi-
fiom.

Orucha seeks 1o under-
stand the mechanizm be-
hind telomere lengthening,
a chromosomal change
that has been observed m
spare travelers.

Her experiment will be
performed by astronauts
aboard the Imtermaticnal
Spare Station next vear.

Telomerss are struchares
that protect DNA from
damage, and shaorten with
age and wear.

Surprisingly,  telomere
lengthening has been ob-
served in space travelers,
notably Astromsut Scobt
Eelly, the subject of MASA's
Twin Stady.

Opucha's  experiment
willl explore the possibility
that telomere lengthening
s aused by a spacein-
duced proliferatton  of
shem cells.

Orucha developed her
proposal  with  guidance
from her teacher, Kimiberhy

Manning, and her mentor,
Harvard University scien-
tist Ana Karla Cepeda Diacr
In their company, Cnuoha
will travel i MASA's Ken-
nedy Space Cemter fo
watch her experiment
launch to space m 2023,

Oneoha’s proposal was
sebecied from a compes-
itive field of 602 submis-
sions from 1,175 students
across the L5

Authors of the top five
propasals were invited to
present their ideas i a dis-
tinguished panel of scien-
tesiz, educators, amd
technologists at the 155 Re-
search & Development
Conference in Washinghon,
D.C.

GRANT
Recent Maorth Carolin
high =chiool gradusates ane
ehgible to have fwitton and
fees covered at amy of the
stabe’s 58 community cal-
leges through the Longleaf
Commitment Grant.
he grant provides be-
tween ST to §2,800 o
cover the cost of turbon
and fees for up i two

years at a Morth Caralina
community college. For
full-time studemts to re-
oeve the grant, they must
meeet the eligibility require-
TEntE:

* Apply for admission to
any Marth Carolina com-
munity college

* Complete the 2022-23
Free Application fior Fed-
eral Sudent Asd swhmes-
SHOM PIOCESE

* Be a North Carolina nes-
ident

* He a 2027 Morth Caro-
lima high school graduate.
{High =choal equivalency
completers (are eligihle. )

* Be a firsi-time college
sindent

* Be enralled n a curmiou-
hem program forthe 2022-
2% weadermic year

* Be taking at beast six
credit hours per semester.
{Part-time eligible studenis
will recetve a il
award.) part

* Be a sfudent who has
completed the 2022-23
FAFEA

Vst www. yourhdreedu-
cation.comytuitionfree.




